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The International Scene during the Last Decades of the Cold War 

and the Bulgarian–Chinese Relations 

 

The Soviet–Chinese armed conflict left its mark not only on the dom-

estic political situation, but also radically affected the foreign policy of 

both countries. Going so far as to declare Moscow its main adversary, 

Beijing is turning to Washington to normalize relations with the United 

States, despite the “Taiwan problem.” Considering that the “Sino-Soviet 

contradictions” are greater than the Sino-American ones, and the Soviet-

American ones are more insurmountable than the Sino-Soviet ones,1 the 

Chinese Communist government began the process of resuming China–

US relations by undertaking a round of negotiations at ambassadorial 

level in Warsaw (December 1969-February 1970). However, these neg-

otiations were temporarily suspended due to US military intervention in 

the civil wars in Indochina, which led to the military coup in Cambodia 

(March 18, 1970) and the massive air bombardments of the US air force 

in Laos (January-April 1971). 

The American intervention in Indochina stopped the implementation 

of the “triangular diplomacy” conceived by Richard Nixon (USA–

USSR–PRC). Apparently, this is the main reason why Mao Zedong 

appealed to Eastern European countries to normalize interstate relations 

with them during a meeting with the heads of diplomatic missions in 

Beijing (May 1, 1970). As a result of this meeting, in the second half of 
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1 As early as 1964-1965, Mao Zedong declared the USSR a “dangerous enemy,” even 

more dangerous than the United States, which was carrying out a “counter-revolution 

and restoration of capitalism.” 
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1970, the Warsaw Pact countries again agree to exchange ambassadors 

with China. 

However, the “differentiated approach” to each of the Eastern Eur-

opean countries remains a hallmark of China’s foreign policy. Consid-

ering the tendency of China to normalize its relations with the socialist 

countries, the Bulgarian state leadership, represented by the Bulgarian 

Communist Party, is rethinking its policy towards the Asian country, 

especially with regard to trade and economic contacts, as evidenced by 

declassified documents from the Diplomatic Archives.2 Fragmentary 

information about this period can be found in the report of Krum Bosev, 

temporarily acting head of the Bulgarian embassy in Beijing.3 

An important moment in the history of Bulgarian–Chinese relations 

from this period is the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivan 

Bashev for normalization of the bilateral interstate relations Bulgaria–

China, adopted by a decision of the Politburo of the Central Committee 

of the Bulgarian Communist Party (no. 588) of September 17, 1970.4 

The proposal emphasizes the need “in the future to avoid rough attacks 

against the state and party leaders of the PRC,” to try to “strengthen ties 

in the economic field and scientific and technical cooperation,” in 

expanding trade and resumption of the exchange of the two academies 

of sciences – the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Chinese 

Academy of Sciences.5 

 
2 Ĭordan Baev, Drugata studena voĭna: Sŭvetsko-kitaĭskiiat konflikt i Iztochna Evropa 

(The Other Cold War: Soviet-Chinese Conflict and Eastern Europe), (Sofia: Military 

Publishing House 2012), 184-185, note 4. From the letter of the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Ivan Bashev to the Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers Tano Tsolov 

(from July 20, 1970) it is read: “ There is an order from Comrade Todor Zhivkov to 

make a Program of measures and events for the development of economic relations 

with China in connection with the emerging tendencies for China to normalize its 

relations with the socialist countries, by state, mainly trade line.” Diplomaticheski 

Arhiv na Ministerstvoto na Vŭnshnite raboti (hereafter DA), inventory 27, а.u. 1627.  
3 DA, inventory 26, a.u. 3330.  
4 Centralen Dŭrzhaven Arhiv na Republika Bŭlgariya (hereafter CSA), fund 1-B, in-

ventory 35, a.u. 1664. 
5 Baev, op.cit., 185. 
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Relying on the decision of the Bulgarian Communist Party, in Dec-

ember the new Bulgarian ambassador Lyuben Stoyanov left for Beijing, 

handing over his credentials to the Vice President of the People’s Rep-

ublic of China Sun Qinglin, and on a reciprocal principle, ambassador 

Zhao Jing arrived in Sofia, where he was welcomed personally by 

Todor Zhivkov. During the meeting, the leader of the Bulgarian Com-

munist Party clearly emphasized: “[…] there are no obstacles to the 

development of relations between our countries. And we will do every-

thing possible to develop these relations favorably.”6 

Meanwhile, shortly after the withdrawal of US military units from 

Cambodia (July 30, 1970), China’s state elite began probing opinions 

on the prospects for resuming talks with the United States. Henry 

Kissinger’s secret mission to Beijing (July 9-11, 1971) and his subsequ-

ent visit (October 20-26), which paved the way for Richard Nixon’s 

official visit to China (February 21-28, 1972), also played a favorable 

role. Quite logically, the first visit of an American president to China is 

followed with great interest all over the world, including Bulgaria as a 

Warsaw Pact country, and the comments on the Washington–Moscow–

Beijing strategic triangle in the Rabotnichesko Delo newspaper, press 

body of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, can 

be summarized in the words of the Bulgarian Ambassador Lyuben Sto-

yanov, who in one of his reports to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted 

that “the intransigence of the Chinese leadership towards the USSR” is 

the reason for “searching common contact points between the United 

States and China.”7 

In contrast to the cold relations with the Soviet bloc countries, in the 

early 1970s the People’s Republic of China began to increase its polit-

ical ties with Western Europe, developing with them active cooperation 

in the fields of economy, science and technology, and trade.8 

 
6 DA, inventory 27, а.u. 1615 
7 DA, inventory 28, а.u. 1649. 
8 Until 1969, the PRC maintained diplomatic relations only with Sweden, Denmark, 

Finland, Norway and France. 
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Concerned about China’s growing military power, which in 1964 

became a nuclear power and began to play a new role in the balance of 

superpowers, occupying an important strategic place in US policy and 

the subsequent “ping-pong diplomacy”9 in the early 1970s, on the one 

hand, as well as a whole range of other factors, including concerns about 

the resumption of previous Chinese policy activity (since the early 1960s) 

towards Third World countries and the focus of its sphere of influence on 

new, more distant regions such as Latin America, on the other, together 

with the ongoing “differentiated approach” to the countries of the 

socialist camp, the Eastern Bloc countries are taking joint steps towards 

political coordination on the so-called “Chinese question.” 

For this purpose in different capitals of the Warsaw Pact countries, 

international coordination meetings at the level of heads of international 

departments of the ruling communist parties in Eastern Europe began 

to be convened annually, which were held in a propaganda and ideol-

ogical atmosphere until 1975.10 They are all united thematically by the 

“Chinese question” and political propaganda against Maoism. Sofia is 

hosting the Fourth such meeting, which took place in February 1971, 

and one of the main topics is the discussion on the issue of formulating 

specific foreign policy goals and actions towards China. 

Meanwhile, in view of the internal situation in the PR of China and 

the Chinese Communist Party’s foreign policy, at its meeting in March 

 
9 The “ping-pong diplomacy” is a term in international relations that appears in con-

nection with the beginning of the process of resumption of Sino-US negotiations. The 

reason for his appearance was the visit of the American national table tennis team to 

China (April 1971), which was the first visit of an American sports delegation after 

the founding of the PRC. On October 16, 1964, the People’s Republic of China made 

its first atomic bomb experiment and has been in the ranks of the “nuclear states” ever 

since. For China’s nuclear power, see “Veche 50 godini Kitaĭ e yadrena dŭrzhava–

podrobnosti za yadreniya mu arsenal” (China has been a nuclear power for 50 years–

details of its nuclear arsenal), Atominfo.Bg. The Bulgarian nuclear site, 21.10.2014, 

http://atominfo.bg/?p=30155 (accessed 15.11.2015). 
10 The first was in Moscow, the second in East Berlin (January 1969), and the third in 

Warsaw (March 1970); the fifth in Prague (July 1972); the sixth in Moscow (May 1973); 

the seventh in Budapest (March 1974) and the eighth in Ulaanbaatar (June 1975). 
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1969 the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Commun-

ist Party decided to establish a section China at the Political Directorate 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.11 Furthermore, during its meeting 

on April 24, 1970, a Special Research Group on China was founded at 

the Institute for Contemporary Social Theories.12 

In its formation, the Research Group called “Critique of Maoism” 

consisted of three sinologists, but in the course of its work it was trans-

formed into a Group on Problems of Modern China, attracting more 

researchers and its number in the late 70s years reaches a dozen people. 

This is how the core of Bulgarian sinologists of this generation was 

formed in Sofia. Shortly after the coordination meeting in Prague (July 

3-5, 1972), Bulgarian experts on the “Chinese question” faced the chal-

lenge of finding and preparing materials on “Foreign Policy of the Mao-

ists in the Balkans.” 

The responsible task assigned by the highest state and party level and 

adopted by decision no. 896 of the Secretariat of the Central Committee 

of the Bulgarian Communist Party on August 15, 1972, was entrusted 

to collaborators from several research units: the Institute for Contemp-

orary Social Theories, the Institute of History of the Bulgarian Com-

munist Party, the Institute for Foreign Policy and the Center for Asia 

and Africa. In addition, it has been confirmed that trained experts on 

maoism issues should be sent to Bulgarian diplomatic mission in 

Beijing.13 

Next year, following the directives of the next international meeting 

in Moscow (May 1973), the Politburo of the Central Committee of the 

Bulgarian Communist Party decided to establish a Coordinating Scient-

ific Council on China, situated at the Institute for Contemporary Social 

Theories, which began its work on October 18, 1973.14 

 
11 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 35, a.u. 602. 
12 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 35, a.u. 1364. 
13 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 36, a.u. 2368. 
14 Decision no. 401 of 25 June 1973. See CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 35, a.u. 4202. 
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The exceptional influence of the “Chinese question” on the socio-

political life in Bulgaria at that time is evidenced by the scale of the 

project. The Council is staffed by personnel from the Foreign Policy 

and International Relations and Propaganda and Agitation Departments 

at the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, represent-

atives of the Committee for Science, Technical Progress and Higher 

Education at the Council of Ministers, research associates from the 

Academy of Social Sciences and Social Management,15 researchers 

from the Institute for History of the Bulgarian Communist Party, from 

the Ivan Bashev Institute for Foreign Policy, the Center for Asia and 

Africa, as well as editors of the press body of the Central Committee of 

the Bulgarian Communist Party: Rabotnichesko Delo (Workers’ affairs) 

newspaper, Novo Vreme (New Time) magazine, along with their col-

leagues from other party publications, Narodna Mladezh (People’s 

Youth) newspaper, Narodna Armiya (People’s Army) newspaper, jour-

nalists from the Bulgarian News Agency (BTA), Radio Sofia. 

The process of training Bulgarian sinologists includes sending stud-

ents and post graduate students to various universities in the Soviet 

Union: at the Institute of Far Eastern Studies in Moscow, the Institute 

of Marxism-Leninism, the Institute of International Labor Movement, 

the Institute of World Economy and International Relations, the In-

stitute for Eastern Studies, and the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the USSR. 

Thus, practically the whole generation of Bulgarian sinologists from 

this period was created and trained by the Soviet Sinological School. 

They had the opportunity to work on joint international projects on the 

issues of Chinese politics, economics, modern history, the problems of 

maoism and others together with their colleagues from the institutions 

 
15  The Academy of Social Sciences and Social Management originates from the 

Higher Party School of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, 

established (1945) as the Central Party School and renamed the Higher Party School 

“Stanke Dimitrov,” then transformed into the Academy of Social Sciences and Social 

Management in 1969. The Academy was closed in 1990. 
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and the Coordinating Scientific and Expert Units on the Problems of 

China, which arose in a similar way in the other socialist countries.16  

Another field of activity of sinologists from research institutes in 

Bulgaria are the international forums on the “Chinese question,” held 

behind closed doors. During the Constituent Session of the Joint Co-

ordinating Scientific Council for China, held in Moscow (March 20-22, 

1974), it was decided that they would be held two or three times a year 

in different Eastern European countries. The results of their assigned 

research activity are published in the thematic collections Critique of 

Maoism, printed in a limited edition and only “for official use.” Com-

pletely in the spirit of the era, the publishing activity of the Bulgarian 

sinologists, which is expressed in confidential materials, propaganda 

literature, informational and analytical articles, etc. are published with 

“literary pseudonyms.”17 For the period 1973-1978, for example, Bul-

garian sinologists held several “Closed Seminars” and prepared a series 

of secret materials and analytical reports, united by the topic of Chinese 

policy in the Balkans. 

The talks at the highest level between Todor Zhivkov and the Soviet 

leaders Leonid Brezhnev and Andrei Gromyko during the so-called 

“Crimean meetings” also refer to the Bulgarian–Chinese relations from 

this period. These meetings testify again the consistent behavior and 

actions of the Bulgarian leader on the “Chinese issue” during this period 

of history and in particular his criticism of the “policy of the Chinese 

leadership” and his concern about the possibility of becoming “anti-

Soviet” and “pro-Chinese” bloc in the Balkans.18  

 
16 At the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, for example, a special section for Chinese 

studies has been created. 
17 Baev, op.cit., 200. 
18 CSA, fund 378-B, inventory 1, a.u. 360. For T. Zhivkov’s criticism of the “Chinese 

leadership” during the Third Crimean Meeting (July 30-31, 1973) and the tension that 

arose between the Bulgarian leader and his Romanian counterpart Nicolae Ceausescu, 

see CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 35, a.u. 4300. 
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For example, we’ll cite documents from the Diplomatic Archives, 

including the material Considerations in connection with the increased 

foreign policy activity of the PR of China in the Balkans, prepared for 

the First Crimean Meeting (August 2, 1971) by Bulgarian experts sinol-

ogists on the “growing Chinese influence” in the Balkans. where instr-

uctions are given for “monitoring” of “any Chinese activity” in this reg-

ion.19  

This category also includes Zhivkov’s proposal made at the Crimean 

Summit to the Seven Fraternal Parties to form a Coordination Center 

for Combating Maoist Ideology, as well as much of his report on the 

international situation during the Plenum of the Central Committee of 

the Bulgarian Communist Party (October 4, 1971), which also concerns 

the “Chinese question” and the PRC’s policy towards the Balkan states. 

The emphasis in the speeches was mainly on the consequences of the 

possible convergence, of rapprochement between the United States and 

China. Todor Zhivkov defended his thesis about the need to create such 

a coordination center, using as an argument the compulsion of the so-

cialist community to fight on two fronts – world imperialism and Chin-

ese maoism.20 The danger of creating the Tirana–Belgrade–Bucharest–

Beijing axis on the basis of “anti-Soviet” and “anti-Bulgarian” motives, 

as well as his position that the Chinese political elite “opens a second 

front” against Bulgaria,21 the Bulgarian state leader continues to stand 

up for later: at the Prague meeting of the Warsaw Pact Political Advis-

ory Committee (January 25-26, 1972), and during the Third Crimean 

Meeting (July 30-31, 1973), and in his confidential talks with Brezhnev 

at the Voden Government Residence (September 1973), during which 

the aim was again directed against maoism, which “must be broken 

down theoretically and practically as an anti-marxist and anti-leninist 

tendency hostile to the international revolutionary movement.”22 

 
19 DA, inventory 22-П, a.u. 89. 
20 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 35, a.u. 2499. 
21 Ibid. 
22 The quotation is from Baev, op.cit., 205. 
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Information from the declassified archives concerning the special 

activities of the secret services and their close coordination with their 

Eastern European partners also played a role in revealing the nature of 

the Bulgarian–Chinese relations during the Cold War and their compr-

ehensive understanding, especially after the formulation of the “second 

front” China’s policy towards the USSR and its loyal satellites from the 

Eastern bloc, including Bulgaria in the first place.23 

While in Bulgaria, and throughout Eastern Europe, all kinds of in-

itiatives were being taken with full force to “expose and discredit” the 

“military bureaucratic dictatorship of the Mao group,” in August 1973, 

the 10th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party was held on the other 

side of the world, with which started a New Course in the domestic 

politics of the country, after several years of interpersonal struggles in 

the Party. Thanks to Deng Xiaoping, who gradually rose to become 

Deputy Chairman of the State Council (October 1974) and later held 

the posts of Deputy Chairman of the Central Committee of the Chinese 

Communist Party and Chief of General Staff of the People’s Liberation 

Army PLA (January 1975), colossal changes in the government’s econ-

omic policy were started, aimed at overcoming the failures of the first 

period of the Cultural Revolution, accompanied by military–administr-

ative reforms. 

The deaths of three party and state leaders in China in 1976 –Zhou 

Enlai (January 8), Zhu De (July 6) and the Head Mao Zedong (Septem-

ber 9)– re-unleashes internal political confrontation again. 

The end of the Cultural Revolution in 1976 encouraged the arrest 

and conviction of the Gang of Four24 and the rehabilitation of repressed 

party staff. These significant events lead to the normalization of socio-

political and economic life in the country and encourage Chinese lead-

ers to rethink their weaknesses and mistakes and seek a new path of 

 
23 In his book Drugata studena voĭna, prof. Yordan Baev pays special attention to the 

information from the intelligence reports. See Baev, op.cit., 206-210. 
24 The Gang of Four was a political faction composed of four Chinese Communist 

Party officials. 
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development, finding it in pursuing a policy of reform and opening up 

to the world. As a result of the New Course, China’s relations with other 

countries are gradually developing and opening up new markets, a 

circumstance that ensures the external conditions for the successful 

implementation of the “Chinese model.” 

The start of the reforms and the opening was given at the end of 1978, 

at the Third Plenum of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 

Party (after the 11th Congress), with the rejection of the thesis of the 

“continuing class struggle” and the decision to emphasize the Party’s act-

ivities and state efforts to focus on economic development, which must 

shake off the weaknesses of the “Soviet-style planned economy” and 

“open up” to foreign innovative technologies and experience.  

In the late 70’s-early 80’s of 20th century (1978-1982), thanks to active 

legislative activity, the regulatory normative base on which the new type 

of economy is built is being built. The “family lease” began to function 

as the main economic system in the villages, and the industrial enterprises 

in the cities turned to such necessary modernization. 

In March 1979, Deng Xiaoping defined his theoretical idea for the 

Four Modernizations: in the industry; in the agriculture; in the science 

and technology; in the defense power of the country. One of the most 

important goals in the modernization of the economy is the opening of 

the country to international markets and the establishment of joint 

ventures. In the field of trade and economic relations with foreign 

countries, a number of changes are observed, including the introduction 

of world advanced technologies, techniques and equipment. The begin-

ning of the study of modern management methods and the use of for-

eign capital started. A very important point is the emergence of joint 

ventures created with foreign capital, as well as the creation of special 

economic zones in coastal areas, the so-called Economic and technolog-

ical development zones. 

In China’s foreign policy, after Mao’s death, it continued the Course 

against the “Soviet military threat,” which was considered a major irritant 
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to national security and the trend toward more active relations with the 

United States and Japan is becoming more and more clearly noticeable.25 

As for China’s relations with the countries of Eastern Europe, there 

is a clear interest in the “Yugoslav model” of socialist development and 

in Yugoslavia, at the expense of other countries in the region. The first 

visits at the highest level were exchanged namely with Yugoslavia 

(1977), followed by Romania (1978).26 

The international situation in this period is quite complex, and in 

different parts of the world even tense. And the main players in it, in 

one way or another, are the socialist giants – the USSR and China. 

The escalating military crisis in Southeast Asia – the Cambodian 

civil war, the establishment of the Pol Pot military regime and the 

Khmer Rouge, supported by Beijing, on the one hand and the military 

clashes between Vietnam and Cambodia, on the other, along with the 

signing of a Mutual Assistance Agreement between Vietnam and Laos 

(July 18, 1977) and Vietnam and the USSR (November 3, 1978),27 fol-

lowed by growing Soviet financial support for both countries (Vietnam 

and Laos), which did not satisfy Chinese foreign policy, led to a serious 

 
25 Examples of this are the talks between Japanese Foreign Minister Sunao Sonoda 

during his visit to Beijing (August 1978), which are based on the need for joint action 

to “Restraint the Soviet expansion,” as well as the later signed Japanese–Chinese 

Treaty for peace and friendship. In the same spirit are the Meeting in Beijing (May 

20-22, 1978) between Zbigniew Brzezinski and Hua Guofong; Deng Xiaoping and 

Huang Hua; as well as during Deng Xiaoping’s visit to Washington (January 1979), 

when the issue of establishing Sino-US military cooperation was discussed. And later 

during a visit to Beijing by US Secretary of Defense Harold Brown (January 1980). 

See Baev, op.cit., 212-213.  
26 The intensity of Sino-Yugoslav visits increased during the period. Yugoslav Presid-

ent Josip Broz Tito visited the Chinese capital on August 31, 1977, and Hua Guofeng 

returned the visit on August 21, 1978. In December 1979, Chinese Foreign Minister 

Huang Hua visited the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY), and in 1980, 

the Prime Minister Vesselin Djuranovic (Chairman of the Executive Council) visited 

Beijing, followed in 1981 by Foreign Minister Josip Varhovets. Details of the meet-

ings, as well as the Sino-Romanian visits, see Baev, op.cit., 223-224. 
27 The Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance between Vietnam 

and the USSR is for a period of 25 years. 
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deterioration in relations between China and Vietnam, escalated into 

“punitive” Chinese military intervention (February 17-March 18, 1979). 

Two high-level meetings were held to draw up a common position 

of the Warsaw Pact countries on the Sino-Vietnamese military conflict: 

A Coordination Meeting of experts on the “Chinese question” was 

convened in Moscow, and later, on May 14-15, 1979, a meeting of the 

Committee of Foreign Ministers was held in Warsaw, where a General 

Agreement was reached for the allied countries to commit to additional 

support for the “fraternal peoples” of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, 

opposing “aggressive” Chinese policy. 

Bulgaria’s reaction to the bloody events in Vietnam is completely 

identical to that in other Eastern Bloc countries and is expressed in prot-

ests in front of the Chinese embassy and “condemnatory” declarations.28 

One of the declassified documents kept in the Central State Archives 

relating to this period contains information on the guidelines for the 

experts on China in Eastern Europe: Chinese studies should not be div-

ided into “pure” and “party” (supporting the communist party doctrine), 

and there must be no sinologists “who do not stand clearly in hard unwav-

ering communist party positions.”29 In connection with the issues under 

consideration, the hosting of Bulgaria (October 27-28, 1980) at the Meet-

ing of the Member States of the COMECON (Council for Mutual Econ-

omic Assistance, CMEA) entitled Scientific, Technical and Economic 

Cooperation with China, held in Lovech, also deserves attention.30 

 
28 Beijing’s military intervention in Vietnam has been strongly condemned by Bulgar-

ia’s ruling Communist Party and is reflected in a special propaganda brochure publ-

ished by the Military Publishing House: Agresiyata na Pekin sreshtu Vietnam (prop-

agandna broshura) [Beijing’s aggression against Vietnam (propaganda brochure)], 

(Voenno izdatelstvo1982).  
29 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 101, a.u. 305. It’s about an analysis by Oleg Rachmanin 

(Deputy Head of the Socialist Countries Department at the Central Committee of the 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union CPSU) for participants in the Meeting of 

the International Commission on the Far East with reference to the Directive to Soviet 

Ambassadors to Socialist Countries, approved by Protocol no. 210/4 during the 

Meeting of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the CPSU (March 4, 1980).  
30 For more details on this meeting see Baev, op.cit., 222. 
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On the other hand, the Chinese decision (April 1979) not to renew 

the 30-year Soviet–Chinese treaty of February 1950, together with the 

fruitless round of political consultations between both countries on this 

issue, and all this placed in the context of the situation in South and 

South-West Asia – the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran (Janu-

ary 1978-February 1979) and the Soviet armed intervention in Afghan-

istan (which began in December 1979) increased tensions between the 

Kremlin and Beijing and gave additional impetus to Sino–US relations. 

Meanwhile, on December 15, 1978, the US Congress approved a decis-

ion to establish diplomatic relations with China, which caused great 

concern in Moscow, especially in its part concerning Sino-US military 

cooperation, a topic that began to be hotly debated during on Deng 

Xiaoping’s visit to Washington (January 1979). 

With regard to Bulgarian–Chinese relations, it can be said that desp-

ite the events on the International scene, in the late 1970s, the ice is al-

ready beginning to crack slightly. As early as September 1978, a Chin-

ese delegation arrived in Bulgaria to participate in the autumn Plovdiv 

Fair. And in May 1981 the Deputy Minister of Education of Bulgaria 

visited the PRC.31 

The last decade of the Cold War, which tentatively covers historical 

events from 1982 to 1991, coincides with the Second stage in the dev-

elopment of reforms and the opening of China to the world. It can be 

said that it is marked by the decisions of the 12th Congress of the Chin-

ese Communist Party CCP (1982) the volume of the Chinese economy 

to quadruple and the average GDP per capita to reach $ 1,000 until the 

end of the century. It was during the 12th Congress of the CCP that Deng 

Xiaoping formulated for the first time the need to build “Socialism with 

Chinese characteristics,” in which the thesis of “xiaokang” –the creat-

ion of a middle-class society in China– played a decisive role.32 

 
31 “Zhongguo he Baojialiya de wenhua jiaoliu” (Sino-Bulgarian Cultural Exchange), 

Zhogguo wenhua wang (June 8, 2004), http://www.chinaculture.org/gb/cn_world/ 

2004-06/28/content_49438.htm. (accessed 15-8-2020). 
32  For more on the theoretical basis and justification of socialism with Chinese 
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The 1980s marked the beginning of the reform of the social security 

system, based on social assistance and social security, and the focus is 

on care for the elderly, health care and care for the lowest income people.  

In the second half of the 1980s, the Chinese economy reached a new 

stage, during which innovative forms and ways of development were 

sought, and market economy orientation and changes in the ownership 

structure became a priority. The construction of new Economic and 

Technological Development Zones, which was launched in the early 

1980s, continues in full force, with a total of fourteen appearing in just 

four years (from 1984 to 1988) in the cities of Tianjin, Qingdao, Dalian, 

Ningbo, Fuzhou, Guangzhou, Qinhuangdao, Yantai, Lianyungang, 

Nantong, Minhang, Hongqiao, Caohejing and Zhangjiang . Until 2002, 

there were two more stages in the opening of such areas, and currently 

their number exceeds 100. In addition to the Economic and Technolog-

ical Development Zones, which begin their activities in coastal areas, 

at a later stage –in seaport cities, then– in the areas along the banks of 

the rivers, in the border regions of the country and finally in regions in 

the mainland, a new type of zones is opening. Among them are the Free 

Trade Zones or Bonded Zones, located near seaports, whose main ac-

tivity is re-export, and their number reaches 15. With the adoption of 

the Program for Scientific and Technical Development “Torch,” in 

1988 the construction of Zones for the Development of High-tech In-

dustries was launched, which to benefit from customs and tax reliefs. 

Their purpose is based on scientific and technical advances to create 

production oriented to local and foreign markets, and their establish-

ment is associated with attracting foreign investment, most often from 

the Chinese diaspora. 

Thus begins a New Stage, during which the development of Chinese 

industry is placed on the solid foundations of scientific achievements. 

 
specifics see the article by Alexander Lilov, “Teoritichnite idei na kitajskata 

modernizatziya” (Theoretical Ideas of Chinese Modernization), Ponedelnik 13, no. 1-

2 (2010): 10-14. 
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Over the years, the number of this type of zone in the PRC has increased, 

reaching 53 at the state level. Similar areas at the provincial level, better 

known as Science and Technology Parks, are also emerging. 

In the course of the development of the economy, two more types of 

zones began to be built – Cross-border Economic Cooperation Zones and 

Export Processing Zones. As the name suggests, the First type of Zones 

(Cross-border Economic Cooperation Zones) develop border trade in 

some of the cities along the border,33 and the Second type (Export Proc-

essing Zones) are completely export-oriented, and the purpose of their 

construction is to counteract of the illegal sale of duty-free goods. The 

main purpose of all these Special Economic Zones, the number of which 

is gradually increasing over the years, is to attract foreign invest-ment, to 

stimulate exports and the development of High technologies.34 

During the period 1982-1991, the reforms covered not only the econ-

omy and politics, but also science, education and practically all areas in 

the Socio-economic life of the country. 

In 1991, the PRC joined the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

(APEC), one of the fastest growing economic regions in the world, 

covering almost half of the world’s population. 

Internationally, this period corresponds to the last years of the Cold 

War (1981-1984) and the subsequent Helsinki Process for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe (1985-1990), which led to the fall of the Iron 

Curtain. 

This is also the time when, thanks to Deng Xiaoping’s extremely far-

sighted foreign policy, the principle of “One country, two systems”35 

 
33 This special type of zones have been created in the border areas. On the northern 

border with Russia are: Manzhouli, Heihe, Suifenghe and Hunchun. In Xinjiang on 

the border with Central Asian countries are: Horgos, Yinin, Bole, Tacheng. Along the 

border with Mongolia is Erliang-Hoto, and to the east in Liaoning Province is the 

Dandong area. In addition, along the southern border are built such areas in  Zhuli, 

Pingxiang, Wanding, Hekou, Dongxing. 
34 See The Industrial Development Zones, http://www.cadz.org.cn/  
35 There is a lot of research in Chinese historiography on the origin, development, 

and realization of Deng Xiaoping’s theory of “One country, two systems.” One of the 
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was formulated and upheld. Deng Xiaoping’s idea for this phenomenon 

dates back to the 1970s. The first thing the Chinese leader is committed 

to is regulating relations with the United States and Japan, and then 

immediately set about resolving a “permanent” settlement of the issue 

of Hong Kong (Chinese Xianggang) and Macau (Chinese Aomen), 

which have been returned to China as Special Administrative Regions, 

on 1 July 1997 and 20 December 1999 respectively. The essence of the 

principle of “One country, two systems” consists exactly in the “special 

status” of both regions, which are administrative–territorial units within 

the PRC, and this “feature” is expressed in the high degree of autonomy, 

which is used in various fields of economics, culture, science, sports 

and almost all other areas of socio-economic life, with the exception of 

foreign policy and defense. Many Chinese researchers, including Gong 

Yuzhi and Shi Zhongquan, describe the “One country, two systems” 

principle as a “compromise option,” based on their statistics, that “as 

many as 98.4% of Hong Kong’s population is defined as ethnic Chinese 

(vs. 0.6% English).”36 However, according to Gong and Shi, although 

a “compromise,” this is the “only” option that makes it possible return-

ing back to China of Hong Kong, and later of Macau.37 Not to be over-

looked is the circumstance that the negotiations for the return of China’s 

leased territory of Hong Kong for a period of 99 years, led by Deng 

Xiaoping’s team and himself, are by no means easy. The issue was first 

discussed in October 1979, during Hua Guofeng’s official visit to Brit-

 
most comprehensive is the article “History and Significance of Deng Xiaoping’s The-

ory ‘One country, two systems’” by the professors Gong Yuzhi and Shi Zhongquan, 

published in Chinese in the thematic journal Studies of Socialism with Chinese 

Specifics [Gong Yuzhi–Shi Zhongquan, “Deng Xiaoping ‘yi guo liang zhi’ lun de 

youlai he yiyi” (History and Significance of Deng Xiaoping’s Theory of an “One 

country, two systems”), Zhongguo tese shehuizhuyi yanjiu 2 (1995): 2-9]. Taiwan, 

which is also an integral part of the PRC and to which the Chinese government has 

repeatedly proposed a Special Administrative Regime, even with a greater degree of 

autonomy than Hong Kong and Macao, but these proposals have been rejected by 

Taiwanese authorities, has a connection to this issue too. 
36 Yuzhi–Zhongquan, op.cit, 2-3. 
37 Yuzhi–Zhongquan, op.cit., 8. 
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ain, and then in 1981 was again the subject of a conversation between 

Deng Xiaoping and British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington. In the 

following 1982, during the negotiations with the “Iron Lady” within her 

visit to Beijing, Deng Xiaoping convincingly substantiated his defin-

ition of “One country, two systems,” vigorously defending his unc-

ompromising position on the final transition of Hong Kong to the PRC 

on 1 July 1997, despite British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s in-

sistence on “British rule” and after that date. A bilateral agreement 

between the PRC and the United Kingdom on the Hong Kong issue, 

which was considered a “huge success” for Chinese diplomacy, was 

reached in December 1984.38 

On the other hand, one of the main features of this period is the “layer 

shifting.” In this regard, the change of political authority in the United 

States with the coming to rule of President Ronald Reagan (January 20, 

1981), which was accompanied by an increasing the military and ec-

onomic power of the country, reinforces Moscow’s fears of a “US 

military threat” and leads to the first steps toward normalizing relations 

with Beijing. As an initial maneuver in this direction Researchers cited 

Leonid Brezhnev’s speech during a visit to Tashkent (March 24, 1982), 

when China was called a “socialist” country, and the Chinese leader-

ship’s response to the Soviet signal to brighten up of bilateral relat-

ions.39 The transformation of China’s foreign policy toward the USSR 

was legitimized during the Twelfth Congress of Chinese Communist 

Party (September 1-11, 1982), and thus the turn from “tension and con-

frontation” to “enlightenment and dialogue” has already been formally 

undertaken. Strengthening the position of the Reformist Wing, led by 

 
38 Yuzhi–Zhongquan, op.cit., 9. On the issue of the dates of the negotiations and the 

specific arrangements at each stage, as well as the negotiations on Macau, see also 

“Xianggang huigui” (The Return of Hong Kong), Haosou Baike Encyclopedia, 

http://baike.haosou.com/doc/5366792.html and Fu Guangping, “Tedian, tezheng, 

tese–Aomen huigui he Xianggang huigui de bijiao yanjiu” (Comparative studies on 

the return of Macau and Hong Kong–Features, Properties, Characteristics), Hei-

longjiang sheng shehui kexueyuan xuebao 2 (1999). 
39 Baev, op.cit., 229-230. 
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Hu Yaobang (Secretary General of the CCP Central Committee), Zhao 

Ziyang (Chairman of the Council of State) and Qian Qichen (Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, directly responsible for relations with the 

USSR and Eastern European countries), the decisions of the XII 

Congress of Chinese Communist Party have played a significant role in 

warming relations between the PR of China –the USSR, and hence the 

PR of China– the PR of Bulgaria.  

The breakthrough in Soviet–Chinese relations continues with a se-

ries of talks between the two governments, with bilateral visits and 

meetings, including the first dialogue for the last twenty years at the 

level of foreign ministers between Huang Hua and Andrei Gromyko 

during the funeral of Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow 

(November 10, 1982), which opened the further Annual meetings of the 

Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the USSR and the PRC during the ses-

sions of the UN General Assembly in New York. In this context, the 

call of the Soviet delegation addressed to Beijing, during the extraordi-

nary meeting in Moscow of the leaders of the member states of the War-

saw Pact (June 28, 1983), for “joint action” with the aim of “preserving 

world peace and the security of the socialist countries” is also in-

cluded.40  During the short term of Yuri Andropov (November 12, 

1982-February 9, 1984), the Chinese proposal to expand trade relations 

and strengthen trade and economic and scientific-technical cooperation 

was implemented.41  

This shakes the strategic balance in the Moscow–Washington–Beijing 

geopolitical triangle and, despite the “three obstacles” (Afghanistan, 

Vietnam, Mongolia), opens a “new era” in Soviet–Chinese relations after 

1985, 42  a circumstance that also reflects on the bilateral relations 

 
40 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 67, a.u. 2120. The call is for the deployment of missiles 

in Western Europe. 
41 Between 1982 and 1985, trade between the USSR and the PRC increased sevenfold, 

reaching $ 1.6 billion (Baev, op.cit., 231). 
42 As a “forerunner” of the “new era” in Soviet–Chinese relations, researchers point 

to the “great attention” paid by Mikhail Gorbachev to Deputy Chairman of the State 
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between the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the People’s Republic of 

China. 

Since the early 1980s, both Bulgaria and China have taken a number 

of initiatives to normalize relations. Indicative in this regard are the 

recommendations of the Bulgarian Ambassador to Beijing Naiden 

Belchev on the need to “rethink” relations with China, having regard to 

the “new political situation,” set out in his annual report for 1981, as 

well as the statement of Ambassador Doncho Donchev that “the level 

of economic relations between Bulgaria and China is lower than 

China’s relations with other Eastern European countries,” made in its 

annual reports for 1984 and 1985.43  

During the Meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the 

Warsaw Pact in Prague (4-5 January 1983) Todor Zhivkov personally 

welcomed “the normalization of bilateral relations with the PRC,” tak-

ing into account the “initial dialogue” with the Chinese government and 

“progress” in the development of economic cooperation.44 

Bilateral relations between ministries, departments and other state 

institutions, and also between creative unions gradually begin to renew.  

From Yordan Baev’s book Drugata studena voĭna (The Other Cold 

War) we learn that “the first contacts and consultations between the 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria and China took place in the 

form of informal fact-finding missions of senior diplomatic officials.”45 

These include the visit to Sofia of Ma Xusheng, head of the Department 

for the USSR and Eastern Europe at the Chinese Foreign Ministry (June 

1983), followed by a visit to Beijing by the head of the Asian Depart-

ment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of 

Bulgaria Parvan Chernev in October of the same year (1983).46 

 
Council Li Peng during the death of Konstantin Chernenko (March 10, 1985). 
43 The quotation is from Baev, op.cit., 238.  
44 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 67, a.u. 1664. 
45 Baev, op.cit., 238. 
46 There is information about Parvan Chernev’s visit to Beijing at the end of October 

1983 and his impressions of China’s economic development and CCP policy, which 
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The contractual and legal basis of the relations is strengthened and 

expanded with the signing of various agreements. A great success is the 

establishment of a Bulgarian–Chinese Intergovernmental Joint Com-

mission (in short, the Joint Commission) for economic, scientific and 

technical cooperation and the growth of bilateral trade. The Joint 

Commission held its first meetings in the first half of 1985. In April of 

the same year (1985), the Chinese side welcomed the exposition of 

Bulgarian goods in the field of mechanical engineering, which opened 

new horizons for Sino-Bulgarian trade relations.47 

The year 1984 was very fruitful for our bilateral cultural and educat-

ional contacts. Then a cultural exchange program was signed for the 

period 1985-1986 and the exchange of students was resumed. Further-

more the Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Higher Education 

signed in 1986 and the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Educat-

ional Diplomas and academic degrees signed in 1990 give a strong 

impetus to scientific and educational exchange.48 

Many delegations began to exchange during the period. The first step 

in this direction was the visit to Beijing of the head of the Asian Depart-

ment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of 

Bulgaria Parvan Chernev in October 1983 (discussed above), followed 

by several visits to China by Bulgarian delegations led by: 

the Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade Petar Bashikarov (February 

1984). During this visit, two Cooperation Protocols were signed. 

One refers to the building in China of a factory for Bulgarian 

electric trucks, and the second is for the construction in China of 

a winery using Bulgarian technologies; 

the Minister of Industry Ognyan Doinov (May 1985);  

 
he provides in the form of a “report.” See CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 101, a.u. 848. 
47  Chen Jie, “Zhong Bao liang guo jingmao guanxi jiang jinyibu fazhan–Zhuhe 

Baojialiya 1985 nian jixie zhanlanhui zai Beijing juxing” (Chinese–Bulgarian Trade 

Relations will Continue to Develop–We Welcome the Exhibition of Bulgarian Ma-

chines in Beijing in 1985), Guoji maoyi 4 (1985): 15-16. 
48 “Zhongguo he Baojialiya”, op.cit. 
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the Minister of Foreign Trade Hristo Hristov (November 1985); 

the Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade P. Pashkalov; 

the Deputy Chairman of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry P. Ignatov.  

The culmination of the development of Bulgarian–Chinese relations 

at the political level in the first half of the 1980s was the visit to China 

of the Chairman of the National Assembly of the People’s Republic of 

Bulgaria Stanko Todorov (November 5-11, 1985), who met with his 

Chinese counterpart Peng Zhen, Chairman of the The National People’s 

Congress of the People’s Republic of China (NPC). For the first time, 

a contact is being made at the party level. On November 8, 1985, the 

Bulgarian top statesman is welcomed by the Secretary General of the 

Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Hu Yaobang at the 

Zhongnanhai Government Residence.49 During the talks between them, 

Peng Zhen emphasizing China’s efforts to “expand its ties with foreign 

countries” and noted that relations between our two countries (Bulgaria 

and China) were developing in an “upward direction.”50 

About a year later, in October 1986, Deputy Prime Minister Andrei 

Lukanov visited China and was received by the President of the PRC 

Li Xiannian (see photo no. 1).51 

The number of official visits of the highest rank from the Chinese 

side is also increasing. During this period, delegations arrived in Bul-

garia, led by:  

Deputy Chairman of the State Council and Minister of Foreign Eco-

nomic Relations Chen Muhua (June 1984); 

Deputy Foreign Minister of the People’s Republic of China Qian 

Qichen (June 1984); 

 
49 More about the meeting see Zhongguo he Baojialiya jianjiao 60 zhounian (60 years 

of diplomatic relations between China and Bulgaria), (Beijing: Shijie zhishi chu-

banshe, 2009), 32. 
50 CSA, fund 1-B, inventory 101, a.u. 1202. 
51 Details of this meeting see Zhongguo he Baojialiya, 34. 
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Minister of Electronics and future Secretary General of the CCP 

Central Committee and President of the PRC from 1989 to 2002 

Jiang Zemin (November 1984);  

Vice President of the State Council Li Peng (December 1985); 

Liao Hansheng, Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee of the 

National People’s Congress (September 1986);  

Member of the Council of State and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wu 

Xueqian (March 1987); 

Secretary-General of the CCP and Chairman of the State Council 

Zhao Ziyang (June 1987); 

Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC (Chinese People’s Political Consult-

ative Conference) Wang Enmao (September 1987).52  

The first meeting between the foreign ministers of our two countries 

–Bulgaria and China– took place on October 29, 1983, during the 38th 

session of the UN General Assembly in New York, and after that such 

Summits began to be held also in the following Annual sessions of the 

UN General Assembly.  

Already during the first Chinese official visit to the People’s Rep-

ublic of Bulgaria (in the 1980s) – that of the Vice President of the Coun-

cil of State and Minister of Foreign Economic Relations Chen Muhua, 

during her visit to Eastern European countries (Hungary, Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, GDR and Bulgaria), important bilateral protocols for 

economic and scientific-technical cooperation have been signed. And 

on December 19, 1985, in Sofia, during Li Peng’s visit, a five-year int-

erstate trade agreement was signed.  

This ascending order leads to the implementation of the highest-

ranking visit. During Andrei Lukanov’s visit, the Chinese side made an 

 
52 For the listed meetings and their results see Zhongguo tong Baojialiya de guanxi 

(Sino-Bulgarian relations). Website of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China 

in Bulgaria, March 2015), http://www.chinaembassy.bg/chn/zbgxs/sgbx/2015 and 

Doncho Donev, “65 godini diplomaticheski otnosheniya mezhdu Bŭlgariya i Kitaj” 

(65 years of diplomatic relations between Bulgaria and China), Kitaj dnes 5, no. 22 

(11-18-2015). 
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official invitation to the first Bulgarian party and state leader, Todor 

Zhivkov, to visit China. The long-awaited visit took place from May 5 

to 9, 1987, and Zhivkov had the opportunity to meet with all the first 

leaders of China – with Chinese President Li Xiannian, with the CCP 

Central Committee Secretary General and Chairman of the State Coun-

cil Zhao Ziyang, with Peng Zhen, Chairman of the Standing Committee 

of the Chinese Parliament, and with Deng Xiaoping (see photo no. 2).53 

The real result of the state visit was the signing of a Cultural Cooper-

ation Agreement and a Consular Convention between the governments 

of the People’s Republic of China and the People’s Republic of Bul-

garia (May 6, 1987). The conversation takes place under the motto 

“Let’s forget the past, let’s look to the future,” and during the meeting 

with Mikhail Gorbachev in the Kremlin (May 11, 1987), immediately 

after his Chinese visit, Zhivkov expressed the view that “China will 

establish itself as a strong political force in international relations and 

in the world” and in this regard launched the need for the Warsaw Pact 

states to create a “new concept for China” that only a few days later it 

was approved unanimously by all countries during the meeting of the 

Political Advisory Committee.54  

Only a month after Todor Zhivkov’s visit to Beijing, Zhao Ziyang 

returned the visit, visiting Bulgaria. His delegation also included Wen 

Jiabao, then head of the Office of the Central Committee of the Chinese 

Communist Party and later prime minister of China (2003-2012).  

Following the chronology, should be noted the official visits to the 

huge Asian country of the member of the Central Committee of the Bul-

garian Communist Party and Chairman of the National Committee of 

 
53 However, if we analyze the visits to Beijing of the heads of state of other Eastern 

European countries, then Zhivkov’s visit is neither the first nor is it repeated. By 

comparison, only during the period under review (1980s), Romanian party and state 

leader Nicolae Ceausescu undertook three official visits, in April 1982, October 1985 

and October 1988, respectively, and Wojciech Jaruzelski and Erich Honecker 

(respectively in September and October 1986) undertook their visits before the 

Bulgarian leader (Baev, op.cit., 237). 
54 Baev, op.cit., 241-243. 
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the Patriotic Front Pencho Kubadinski in May 1988 and the friendly 

visit to Bulgaria of a military delegation led by Deputy Chief of the 

People’s Liberation Army General Political Department, Colonel-

General Guo Linxiang in September 1989 (see photo no. 3).55 

A few days before the events of November 10, Bulgarian Foreign 

Minister Petar Mladenov (November 5-7, 1989) has taken an official 

visit to China, to meet with CCP Central Committee Secretary General 

Jiang Zemin. Soon after these events a high-ranking Chinese delegation 

led by Qiao Shi – a member of the Politburo Standing Committee of the 

Chinese Communist Party and Member of the Secretariat of the Com-

munist Party, visited Bulgaria. His delegation included Hu Jintao who 

at that time was the head of the Tibetan Autonomous Region and later 

General Secretary of the CCP Central Committee and President of the 

People’s Republic of China.56 

During this period, opportunities were sought for “breaking the ice” 

in the spiritual sphere and cultural exchange. Three Bulgarian govern-

ment delegations in the field of culture were officially welcomed in the 

PRC (in 1985, 1986 and 1987), and in March 1987 the Minister of Cult-

ure Wang Meng personally headed a Chinese delegation to the People’s 

Republic of Bulgaria, which was received by the Secretary General of 

the Bulgarian Communist Party and Chairman of the State Council Todor 

Zhivkov. In 1988, the Director of the Directorate for International Cult-

ural Cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs also visited the PRC. 

In addition to the Intergovernmental Agreement for Cooperation in the 

field of Science and Culture signed during Todor Zhivkov’s state visit 

(May 6, 1987), Agreements for cooperation in the field of media (radio 

and television) and the Intergovernmental Program for Cultural Cooper-

ation for the period 1987-1988 were also signed. In November 1988, the 

foreign ministers of the two countries signed in Beijing a Program for the 

 
55 Zhongguo he Baojialiya, 36-37. 
56 Details of the meetings of the Chinese delegation in Bulgaria see Zhongguo he 

Baojialiya, 38-39. 
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Implementation of the Agreement on Cooperation in Science and Culture 

between the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the People’s Republic of 

China for the period 1989-1990.57  

The events of 1989 in both countries have an imprint in both in their 

domestic and in their foreign policies. In China, Zhao Ziyang was elect-

ed General Secretary of the CCP Central Committee, and in 1993 he 

became President of the PRC. Li Peng was elected prime minister.  

Only a few months later, on November 10, 1989, at the Plenum of 

the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, Todor Zhiv-

kov was relieved of the post of Secretary General of the Central Com-

mittee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, and later as chairman of the 

State Council of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. However, the elect-

ed new leadership of the Bulgarian Communist Party and the state did 

not stay in power for long either.  

In the context of the historical situation in the next decade – the 90s 

of the 20th century, both in Bulgaria and in China, the activity of cont-

acts between the two countries receded into the background. In China 

at that time the third stage of reforms was taking place (1992-2000). A 

period characterized by the building of the system of the Socialist 

market economy and the diversification of the structure and forms of 

ownership. During the period an Intergovernmental Agreement in the 

field of traditional medicine and pharmacy and the program for 

cooperation in the field of science between the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Sciences for the period 1991-

199558 were signed, but the issue goes beyond the chronological scope 

of the present study and will not be considered.  

 
57 “Zhongguo he Baojialiya”, op.cit. 
58 For more details on the contracts and exchanges between the two Academies of 

Sciences, see the monograph by the professor at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Mariana M. Tian, Bŭlgaro-Kitajski otnosheniya v sŭvremenniya period (The Bulgar-

ian–Chinese Relations in the Modern Period), (Sofia: S. Izdatelstvo Gutenberg 2015), 

81-101. 
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In conclusion, it can be summarized that at that time the Bulgarian–

Chinese relations were already placed on a pragmatic basis and there 

was a desire to avoid the ideological attitudes of the past. Both Bulgaria 

and China mutually recognize the right of the other country to choose 

its own path of development, and Bulgarian policy categorically stands 

behind the position of “one China” and resolutely defends it to this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Meeting in Shanghai of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Council of Ministers of 
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria Andrei Lukanov with the President of the 

People’s Republic of China Li Xiannian, October 19, 1986. 
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2. The historic meeting between the Secretary General of the Central Committee of 
the Bulgarian Communist Party and Chairman of the State Council of the People’s 

Republic of Bulgaria Todor Zhivkov with the Chairman of the Commission of 
Councilors at the Central Committee of the Communist Party Deng Xiaoping,   
May 7, 1987, at the House of the National People’s Congress of the People’s 

Republic of China (NPC). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Meeting of the member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the 

Bulgarian Communist Party and Chairman of the National Committee of the OF 
(Patriotic Front) Pencho Kubadinski with the deputy Chairman of the Chinese 

People’s Political Consultative Conference Wang Renzhong, May 1988. 
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