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The Governance of the Abnormal: The Balkan Chalk Circle 

within the Circle of European Integration 

 
Hear now the story of the trial 

concerning Governor Abashvvili’s child 

and the determination of the true mother 

by the famous test of the Chalk Circle. 

 

– Bertolt Brecht, The Caucasian Chalk Circle 

 

 

Introduction 

In the period between the First and Second World Wars Charles-

Édouard Jeanneret-Gris (1887-1965), better known as Le Corbusier, 

published La Ville Radieuse,1 his vision of the city of the future with 

its towering high-rise housing blocks. The apartments in these “Unités 

d’habitation” would be distributed according to the size and require-

ments of each family. Each Unité would have its own gyms, swim-

ming pools, sandy beaches, sports grounds, gardens, and parking are-

as. The city would be organised following a hierarchy of production 

and administration. At the base of the pyramid, workers and engineers 

would run the factories as a team. Each sector would correspond to a 
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level of administrative responsibility. The hierarchy of administration 

would replace the polity. 

At a time when decorative symbols had become an end in them-

selves for egocentric Europeans in nation-states, Le Corbusier broke 

with decoration in architecture, offering instead space and practical 

solutions to the governing of the “radiant city,”2 based on its capacity 

for speed. Speed is freedom: freedom to meet, to tune in, to exchange, 

to transact.3 

An analogous “radiant city” rising from the ruins of Europe was 

envisioned by the architects of the plan for European integration. 

Above and beyond self-centred ornamental national symbols, the new 

European polity would be based, like Le Corbusier’s city, on free rap-

id movement: of goods, services, capital and citizens. 

This paper is rooted in the sui generis dialogue between visions of 

and architectural plans for the European states in the aftermath of 

WWII. Plans for the construction of an abnormal political entity 

among the normal nation-states with their symbols and their orna-

ments, and also plans for their citizens, with its programmes for inte-

gration and inclusion in nation-states both within the European heart-

land and also on the Balkan perimeter. It presents their progress from 

the normal in every instance to the abnormal, and vice versa. Its prin-

cipal interlocutors are a set of “abnormal individuals,” Michel Fou-

cault and Bertolt Brecht, Jean Monnet and Robert Schumann, together 

with all European politicians and citizens, normal or otherwise. What 

emerges as its principal conclusion is the adaptive re-alignment of 

power relations between the Zeitgeist and the genius loci in Europe 

and the Balkans for the governance of European integration. 

 
2 Familiar as the “modern city of three million inhabitants” designed by Le Corbu-

sier for the centre of Paris and presented for the first time in November 1922 at the 

Paris Salon d’Automne. Le Corbusier adapted his plan for other cities, including Al-

giers, Barcelona, Buenos Ayres, Brasilia and Sao Paolo. See Marylène Montavon–

Koen Steemers–Vicky Cheng–Raphaël Compagnon, “‘La Ville Radieuse’ by Le 

Corbusier once again a case study,” PLEA2006–The 23rd Conference on Passive and 

Low Energy Architecture, Geneva, Switzerland, 6-8 September 2006 (accessed 31-

1-2021), https://www.researchgate.net/publication/37434408_La_Ville_Radieuse_ 

by_Le_Corbusier_once_again_a_case_study 
3 William J.R. Curtis, Modern Architecture since 1900 (Oxford: Phaidon Press, 

1982), 206-10, 286-90. 
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The Normality of the Nation-state: “Signs and Wonders” 

“In the centre of Europe, amid the highlands of Europe, rises a tower 

of reason and solid faith”, as Jorge Luis Borges so forcefully affirms, 

and in 1291 the Swiss “took the curious decision to become reason-

able,”4 conspiring against the other Europeans shut up in their for-

tresses. With the Reformation, the mediaeval fortresses were demol-

ished by the “cannons of reason” of the Westphalian state; the Peace 

of Westphalia, Hans Morgenthau argued, established the primacy of 

the sovereign state as the cornerstone of the modern state system 

which, in its turn, vanquished the representatives of God and the di-

vinely-ordained monarchs.5  

The French Revolution would establish the logic of the forgotten 

underclasses, giving meaning to the new normality of the nation-state, 

which now stands as the new architectural model for all. The demo-

cratic state with its mechanistic equality is proclaimed. Its basic priori-

ty is the nationalisation of the organisation of the individual in pursuit 

of the present and progress. Specifically, it enshrines total state sur-

veillance and regimentation of the unreformed individual into a disci-

plined citizen through the microphysics of observation6 and treatment 

within the nation-state while at the same time providing security and 

progress with the Westphalian diplomacy of war. It colonises time and 

space, altering everyday life so that the citizens live within it, beyond 

the unwelcoming feudal fortresses of the chosen few.7  

From the 18th century on, according to Michel Foucault, govern-

ance of the nation-state of disciplined soldiers and citizens consoli-

dated on an axis of observation, discipline and normalisation, where 

power is maintained and developed through mechanisms that construct, 

create and produce. “The Governor’s palace is at peace. But why is it a 

 
4 From the poem by Jorge Luis Borges, “Los Conjurados” (The Conspirators), in 

Obras Completas 1975-1985 (Buenos Aires: Emecé Editores, 1989), 501. 
5 Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations (New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf), 

161. 
6 See Michel Foucault, Power Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984, ed. James D. 

Fabion (New York, NY: The New Press, 2001). 
7 See Christopher Alan Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-1914. Global 

Connections and Comparisons (Oxford: Blackwell, 2004). 
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fortress?”8 It is a power that fuses prison and hospital through scientific 

knowledge. Every activity is normalised with the appraisal of medical 

knowledge by the appropriate judge.9  

In France,10 from Bicêtre11 outside Paris to Mettray12 near Tours, in 

Berlin’s Charité hospital and in correctional institutions as “Bes-

serungsmachinen”13 in Prussia and the Reich, expert assessors have the 

power to protect the normal nation-state. The dilemma is not “either 

prison or hospital, either atonement or cure.” The basic desideratum is 

“to justify the existence of a sort of protective continuum throughout 

the social body ranging from the medical level of treatment to the penal 

institution strictly speaking, that is to say, the prison and, if it comes to 

it, the scaffold.”14 

For the others, the abnormal individuals, the new nation-state has 

provided special places for incarceration, observation and treatment. 

To them are brought the monsters as juridico-natural exceptions, the 

unreformed of every kind and all those, children and adults, who do 

not control their urges within the body of the family and society.15 

Medical and legal knowledge is applied to all these so that the norma-

tive power may rule everywhere through techniques for the normalisa-

tion of transgressors. For Foucault, there have always been monsters 

seeking their prey, but their shape changes with the history of know-

 
8 Lines spoken by the Singer, Bertolt Brecht, The Caucasian Chalk Circle, trans. 

Eric Bentley (New York, NY: Grove Press, 1966), 33. 
9 Michel Foucault, Abnormal: Lectures at Collège de France 1974-1975, trans. Gra-

ham Burchell (London: Verso, 2003), 25-26, 32-33. 
10 See Patricia O’Brien, The Promises of Punishment. Prisons in Nineteenth Century 

France (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014). 
11 Operated successively as military hospital, orphanage, prison, asylum, and hospi-

tal, south of Paris. Its most famous inmate was the Marquis de Sade; see Michel 

Foucault, History of Madness, trans. Jonathan Murphy and Jean Khalfa (London and 

New York, NY: Routledge, 2006). 
12 “It was the first training college in pure discipline,” Michel Foucault, Discipline 

and Punish: The Birth of Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York, NY: Vintage 

Books, 1995), 295. 
13 See Thomas Nutz, “Strafanstalt als Besserungsmaschine.” Reformdiskurs und 

Gefängniswissenschaft 1775-1848 (München: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 2001). 
14 Foucault, Abnormal, 33. 
15 Foucault, Abnormal, 328. 
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ledge.16 The reigning discourse of applied politics is constituted from 

the specialised knowledge and unlimited powers of technology for 

states and institutions presenting new positions as “natural.” This is a 

reversal of the doctrine that knowledge is power. In this new type of 

power, all available tools, techniques, processes, possibilities and pur-

poses constitute its new “natural” anatomy. The technology of power 

builds up a constantly shifting network of productive relations and ac-

tions that is not based simply and solely on obedience through repres-

sion.17  

This, then, was the path trodden from 1648-1945 by the nation-

states of Europe’s heartland, carrying the fringes along with them into 

the new normality. “Where are you, General, where are you? Please, 

please, please, restore order!”18 Up to the end of WWII the nation-

state, combining the roles of gaoler and policeman, finds itself with its 

productive body in constant conflict with the unnatural body of sub-

ject-citizens whose desires19 and ideas do not conform to the architec-

ture and technology of its normality. 

 

From Normal Europeans to Abnormal European Integration  

 

i. Ogres and Tom Thumbs 

“[T]he history of abnormal individuals (les anormaux), begins quite 

simply with King Kong; that is to say, from the outset we are in the 

land of the ogres.”20 From its inception and throughout its modern and 

contemporary history the nation-state has not been based solely and 

simply on the technology of blood and violence. Just as every fairy 

tale has its ogre which is redeemed in the end, so the nation-state has 

monsters, demons and ghosts at its disposal, to defend like guardian 

 
16 Michel Foucault, “The Order of Discourse,” in Unifying the Text: A Poststructur-

alist Reader, ed. Robert J.C. Young (London: Routledge, 1981), 60. 
17 Jon Simmons, Foucault and the Political (London and New York: Routledge, 

1995), 27-30. 
18 Lines spoken by the village recorder Aztak and the policeman Shauwa, Brecht, 

op.cit., 109. 
19 Foucault, Abnormal, 236. 
20 Foucault, Abnormal, 109. 
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angels its threatened sovereign existence, both against other states and 

within its own legal order.21 

Amid the ruins of WWII states old and new seek to regain their 

normality. On the personal level normal Europeans seek their identity 

in the military hospitals, the orphanages, the prisons, the asylums of 

the defeated nation states. From these will emerge “the dynasty of ab-

normal Tom Thumbs [which] has its roots in the figure of the ogre 

[and] [h]istorically they are his natural descendants.”22 Abandoned in 

the forest by their normal parents, the nation-states, playthings of the 

man-eating ogre that terrified Europe. Until his defeat in the bloody 

shambles of WWII, they had admired his image and his works. Victo-

ry in the war brought about the burial of Fascism and Nazism together 

with the great ogres that engendered them. In the post-war era of the 

victors, the new normality of the reconstructed nation-states cannot 

rely on old-style ogres and monsters. Such Tom Thumbs, as Jean 

Monnet observed, men like Robert Schuman, began “to build Europe 

brick by brick,”23 changing the life given them by their parents for an-

other that would not breed monsters.24 There emerged then a very 

small circle of political and industrial elites presenting a new type of 

abnormal governance, mutually profitable and at the same promising a 

corresponding circle of prosperity and rights for the broad normal stra-

ta of the populace. These are the abnormal Europeans of a “radiant” 

modern federal Europe which to avoid scaring the other –normal– 

states designs and constructs bridges and neighbourhoods between 

mortal enemies, forming “virtuous circles” of promises and benefits.  

“[A]t last Georgi has decided to start building the east wing. All 

those wretched slums are to be torn down to make room for the gar-

 
21 See Richard Devetak, “The Gothic scene of international relations: ghosts, mon-

sters, terror and the sublime after September 11,” Review of International Studies 31, 

no. 4 (2005): 621-43; Richard Kearney, Strangers, Gods and Monsters. Interpreting 

otherness (London and New York: Routledge, 2003).  
22 Foucault, Abnormal, 109. 
23 François Duchêne, Jean Monnet–The First Statesman of Interdependence (New 

York, NY: W.W. Norton and Co., 1994), 86. 
24 Foucault, Abnormal, 109-10. 
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den.”25 Thus after 1951 the abnormal city began to be built alongside 

and between the normal nation-states. The result of the plans of the 

architects and engineers who inspired it was the European Coal and 

Steel Community (ECSC), which aroused deep suspicion, primarily 

among the French (who belonged to it) and those of like mind, as an 

administrative monster of an uncontrolled non-state technocratic Au-

thority.26 The British rejected Le Plan (the ECSC)27 and in 1955 at 

Messina were distrustful of those who had met to discuss the for-

mation of the EEC.28  

 The European Plan progressed under the watchful eye and constant 

challenge of the other normal nation-states. An unfinished “radiant 

city” needing many gifts and offerings –as Monnet said, ‘via mon-

ey’29– to win the confidence of the normal states and their citizens. To 

be certified as normal and no danger to the nation-states. The structure 

of the Community relied on trade and economics for its normalisation. 

Expectations of economic growth and prosperity on the supranational 

level were balanced by the lavish provision of rights and freedoms 

within the nation-states, bringing together the “enemy” beyond the 

borders. Community integration served the entrenchment of sovereign 

national securitization in the Cold War period even as it served the 

abnormal discourse of the ruling Community elites. New Treaties and 

the production of Community law30 substantiate the steady upgrading 

of the Community edifice with its characteristic economic strengths. 

Ambitious European leaders plan the step-by-step integration of the 

European Union, content with a minimum of tacit consent from the 

citizens. “Shauwa, […] For a long time now I have held you in the 

iron curb of reason, and it has torn your mouth till it bleeds. I have 

 
25 Exchange between the Governor’s wife Natella and Prince Arsen Kazbeki, Brecht, 

op.cit., 29. 
26 Alexander Werth, France 1940-1955 (London: Robert Ηale Ltd, 1957), 550. 
27 Werth, op.cit., 481. 
28 See Kyriakos Kentrotis, “60 Years after Messina: ‘The Double Life’ of the Euro-

pean Integration,” in Liber Amicorum Stelios Perakis, eds. Jean-Paul Jacqué, Flo-

rence Benoît-Rohmer–Panagiotis Grigoriou–Maria Daniella Marouda (Athens: I. 

Sideris, 2017), 241-50. 
29 Duchêne, op.cit., 312. 
30 See Erik Jones, “The Economic Mythology of European Integration,” Journal of 

Common Market Studies 48, no. 1 (2010): 89-109. 
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lashed you with reasonable arguments, I have manhandled you with 

logic.”31 In the framework of reform and certification programmes, 

the abnormal institutions –wrestling with isolation and self-compla-

cency– cultivate the new vision in the cloistered environment of Cold 

War international relations: that is, treatment and reward for the Eu-

ropeans for continuous economic growth with perpetual consumption 

and accountability.  

 

ii. The Tom Thumbs Grew 

From the 1990s on, the normal nation-state and the abnormal “radiant 

city” of European integration shared the normality in the framework 

of the interplay of mutual benefit and the concomitant adaptation of 

the Westphalian tradition to the new conditions of open economic 

borders.32 This was in effect a sui generis co-existence owing to the 

economic strength of the preceding decades of European integration 

that was returning to the nation-states with new techniques of govern-

ance in the role of regulatory power controlling the implementation of 

the acquis communautaire and its practical counterpart of economic 

convergence.33 

The Community structure gradually evolved into a mechanism for 

rationalising decisions and implementing policies. The technology of 

economic governance and its related know-how spread through the 

entire spectrum of productive policy. This is reflected in the new 

dogma of the Cold War period: “Here, laissez-faire is turned into a do-

not-laisser-faire government, in the name of a law of the market which 

will enable each of its activities to be measured and assessed.”34 The 

 
31 Spoken by the village recorder Aztak, Brecht, op.cit., 108. 
32 See James A. Caporaso, “The European Union and Forms of State: Westphalian, 

Regulatory or Post-modern,” Journal of Common Market Studies 34, no. 1 (1996): 

29-52. 
33 See Sibylle Scheipers–Daniela Sicurelli, “Normative power Europa: A credible 

utopia?,” Journal of Common Market Studies 45, no. 2 (2007): 435-57; Andrea Bi-

ondi–Piet Eeckhout–Stefanie Ripley (eds.), EU Law after Lisbon (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2012). 
34 Michel Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at Collège de France, 1978-

79, trans. Graham Burchell (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), 247. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Balkan Studies 54 (2021) 287 

acquis communautaire redefines governance; “[i]t is a sort of perma-

nent economic tribunal confronting government.”35  

Led by the economy and the acquis communautaire, states and citi-

zens find themselves not only equivalent to corporations and clients but 

also relentless competitors in the financial markets. In the new Zeitgeist, 

the prevailing normality develops as a new kind of governmental mech-

anism for European integration, the nation-state and the citizens defin-

ing every activity of politics and society through a labyrinthine system 

of practices of certification and evaluation. The continuous concur-

rence/confrontation of national gaoler and supranational architect has 

succumbed to the all-seeing accountant. It is he who now cures and se-

cures states and citizens with his assessments, providing certified pan-

opticon-type techniques of redeeming self-criticism, unending competi-

tion and perpetual surveillance. What we have is in essence “a great and 

new instrument of government,”36 with which “the little abnormal indi-

viduals, the abnormal Tom Thumbs, end up devouring the great mon-

strous ogres who served as their fathers.”37 In the evolution of the ab-

normal European integration, “the species of great exceptional mon-

strosity end up being divided up into this host of little abnormalities, of 

both abnormal and familiar characters.”38 

 

From the Unconformable Balkan Citizens to the Abnormal Western 

Balkan States  

 

i. Divergent from Birth 

The geography of the Balkans is seen as a congenital appendage and 

aberration from that of Europe as a whole. Their history is written by 

the passage of innumerable armies. The gradual ethnic emergence of 

the Balkan countries in conjunction with the interests of each succes-

sive set of Great Powers has indelibly established an image that not 

only lacks natural boundaries with Western Europe but has more of 

 
35 Foucault, The Birth, 247. 
36 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 206. 
37 Foucault, Abnormal, 109. 
38 Foucault, Abnormal, 110. 
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the barbarous and primitive mentality that does not bow to normal Eu-

ropean political and cultural discourse.39 

The Balkans are burdened with countless pages of medico-legal as-

sessment of a bad reputation that constitutes a permanent risk of con-

tamination for European normality. The enduring search for national 

identity in the Balkans will experience the whole prevailing system of 

discipline and normality in the framework of the corresponding na-

tional European. For countless centuries the abnormal Balkan peoples 

and their states have been the monsters, unreformed misfits with urges 

of every kind beyond all permissible limits. “What has been empha-

sized about the Balkans is that its inhabitants do not care to conform 

to the standards of behavior devised as normative by and for the civi-

lized world.”40 

The history of the Balkan peoples since the age of their Ottoman 

conquest underlies the position of local societies with regard to their 

habit of considering anything connected with state authority as an ob-

ject of suspicion, foreign, non-controllable, and in part inimical to the 

sanctity of the narrow individual and family acquis. “And now, with 

your liberation, you will soon be able to follow your natural inclina-

tions, which are low. You will be able to follow your infallible in-

stinct, which teaches you to plant your fat heel on the faces of men.”41 

The non-conforming Balkan people continue to resist the established 

European model of “family snugness” in politics as a way of life in 

the structures of the national state and its institutions. 

The normal Western model of governance has operated in the Bal-

kans as prison and hospital. Local interests experience confinement 

and adaptation to the corresponding conflicting interests of the Great 

Powers. The structure of the national Balkan state, unfinished com-

pared to the Western prototypes imitated, follows prescribed regimens 

for normality, wrestling with antiquated economic structures, the de-

sire to Europeanise local societies, and a defensive nationalism vis-à-

vis its neighbours. In addition, the Balkans suffer a side effect of their 

 
39 See Dusan I. Bjelić–Obrad Savić (eds.), Balkan as Metaphor: Between Globaliza-

tion and Fragmentation (Cambridge, MΑ/London: The MIT Press, 2005).  
40 Maria Todorova, Imaging the Balkans (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 3.  
41 Spoken by the village recorder Atzak, Brecht, op.cit., 108. 
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enduring sequestration and on-going therapeutic regime, in continued 

victimization within their own community. 

 

ii. From Confinement to Certificates of Treatment 

“We marvel that His Excellency intends to build. There are disquieting 

rumors that the war in Persia has taken a turn for the worse.”42 After 

1990, the “radiant” European polity needed both living space and hu-

man resources. The Balkans were ideal in terms of geographical and 

historical proximity. In the post-Cold-War period, the new Balkans re-

mained synonymous with corruption and abuse of power, a place where 

mistrust and suspicion of the state and its institutions were ingrained in 

the population. A rapid course of treatment and certification based on 

the Copenhagen criteria of 1993 enabled the old historic Balkan states 

to enter the European Union’s mutual benefit game, and the EU in its 

turn was obliged by global competition to accept them as part of itself, 

projecting onto them its desires, hopes and anxieties. 

“I’ll make a test. Shauwa, get a piece of chalk and draw a circle on 

the floor.”43 For the newer states of the Western Balkans, the main 

problem is their long confinement in institutions to prepare them for 

inclusion. The architecture is ready with medical and legal assessment 

to allow states and citizens of the Western Balkans to move from ex-

clusion to inclusion and treatment. The EU has the means and the 

methods to handle the new monsters and the unreformed from the 

Western Balkans, with all their urges. The future accession of the 

Western Balkans to the EU comprises a multitude of stages: in general 

outline these are the preparatory mechanisms of discussion and prepa-

ration for accession, feasibility studies, negotiations for the signing of 

Stabilisation and Association Agreements (SAA), signature of an In-

terim Agreement on trade and related matters, implementation of the 

SAA when these enter into effect, application for adhesion, opinion of 

the Commission, and negotiations on admission with regard to the 

chapters of the acquis communautaire.  

 
42 Exchange between one of the Architects and the Adjutant, Brecht, op.cit., 34. 
43 The village recorder Aztak addressing the policeman Shauwa, Brecht, op.cit., 126. 
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“Stamps make all the difference. Without something in writing the 

Shah couldn’t prove he’s a Shah.”44 The states of the Western Balkans 

have to enter their own chalk circle, wrestling with their identity be-

tween solidification of their ethnic memory and securitisation through 

the normal and rational Euro-Atlantic institutions and models. This is 

a perpetual and painful tug-of-war of adaptation to the dogma: “Dis-

tribute bodies with the greatest possible distance between them.”45 

They do not have the option of pulling the Western Balkan states out 

of the circle or of laying claim to them. “There is a campaign against 

shared bedrooms, against parents and children, and children “of a dif-

ferent sex,” “sharing the same bed.” The Western Balkans have room 

only for “the well-known small house with three rooms: a living room 

for all, a room for the parents and a room for the children, or even a 

room for the parents and a room for boys and a room for girls.”46 The 

Western Balkans with their historic tradition of incest from having the 

whole family living in a single room are now required to adapt to new 

circumstances. “The essential thing is to prevent the promiscuity be-

tween parents and offspring and between the older and younger that 

could make incest possible.”47  

The “radiant” polity is ruled by “a particular regime of truth which 

is a characteristic feature of what could be called the age of politics 

and the basic apparatus of which is in fact still the same today. When I 

say regime of truth I do not mean that at this moment politics or the 

art of government finally becomes rational.”48 The European Union’s 

expert assessors implement the most severe normalisation practices in 

the Western Balkans, starting with the exposure of these societies, de-

ficient in any tradition or memory of liberal democracy, to the princi-

ples of neoliberal economics. The countries of the Western Balkans 

are in the equivalent of Mettray, a correctional institution with young 

inmates locked up “as in the eighteenth century, as an alternative to 

paternal correction.”49 Their admission to the major Euro-Atlantic in-

 
44 Lines spoken by Lavrenti Vashnadze and his sister Grusha, Brecht, op.cit., 68. 
45 Foucault, Abnormal, 270. 
46 Foucault, Abnormal, 270. 
47 Foucault, Abnormal, 271. 
48 Foucault, The Birth, 18. 
49 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 296. 
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stitutions of the Western world demonstrates their multilevel function 

as institutions of confinement and treatment for the purpose of nor-

malisation, just as Mettray was at once a prison, a reformatory and a 

boarding school. “It was the most famous of a whole series of institu-

tions which, well beyond the frontiers of criminal law, constituted 

what one might call the carceral archipelago.”50 How could the West-

ern Balkans constitute an exception to the general global trend where 

it is not only the national flag that follows the flag of convenience of 

the neoliberal economy, but democracy itself?51 

 

Anti-epilogue 

Its enduring economic and normative plus-value has enabled the 

evolving European polity to become part of the more general Europe-

an normality. It develops its sui generis model of multilevel govern-

ance, where through unity in diversity “at the centre of this city, and 

as if to hold it in place, there is, not the ‘centre of power,’ not a net-

work of forces, but a multiple network of diverse elements – walls, 

space, institution, rules, discourse.”52 Thus the EU became normal and 

familiar for the nation-states (its members and the rest), for interna-

tional organisations, and for ordinary citizens. 

Within this framework, the EU covers up its dual correctional mis-

sion: on the one hand it “‘naturalizes’ the legal power to punish,” 

while at the same time “it ‘legalizes’ the technical power to disci-

pline” its member states. In this way it will homogenise them in a 

normative power of rationality through the establishment of new ob-

jectivities where the principle of uniformity will prevail.53 In the tech-

nical governmentality of the EU, solidarity is exercised selectively, 

always having its own useful abnormal individuals –like the Western 

Balkans– in a chalk circle. A solidarity indissociably connected with 

the correctional reform of the abnormal states and their awareness that 

 
50 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 297. 
51 See Michael Smith, “Does the Flag Follow Trade: ‘Politicisation’ and EU Foreign 

Policy,” in A Common Foreign Policy for Europe? Competing visions of the CFSP, 

eds. John Peterson–Helene Sjursen (London: Routledge, 1998). 
52 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 307. 
53 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 302, 307. 
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they are above all guilty for their condition of non-convergence with 

normal models.  

On the other hand, the trial of the chalk circle is being inflicted up-

on that same “radiant” European Union by the nation-state, naturally 

unconformable to modern architectures of survival. The nation-state, 

when it senses that its living space is in danger of being squeezed 

within the new indeterminate spaces of the modern architecture of the 

“radiant city,” draws a chalk circle around it, reducing the circle of its 

own survival to its own normality. And the whole cycle begins afresh. 

The “new radiant city” is not meant for normal people seeking to re-

gain the national security of the ordinary normal city. 

 

 


